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The Story of the Cherry Blossom Trees of the Japan-U.S.friendship.
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The Cherry Trees, a Gift of Friendship from
Japan to Washington, D.C.

A travel writer, Mrs. Eliza Ruhamah Scidmore, was
fascinated by the beauty of cherry blossoms in Japan and
had requested for many years to have Japanese cherry
trees planted in Washington. Dr. David Fairchild, a U.S.
Department of Agriculture official, had recommended that
the cherry trees should be transformed into a "field of
cherries” around the Tidal Basin.

Dr. Jokichi Takamine, the Japanese chemist who discovered
adrenaline and takadiastase, contacted First Lady Helen
Herron Taft, who accepted the offer of the 2,000 trees, to
be given in the name of the City of Tekyo.

In December 1909, 2,000 cherry trees arrived at Seattle,
Washington from Japan. Unfortunately, an inspection team
from the Department of Agriculture discovered that the
trees were infested with insects and nematodes and were
diseased. The Department concluded that the trees must be

destroyed and ordered them burned.
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Dr. Takamine again donated the money for new trees. The Mayor of Tokyo, Yukio Ozaki,
requested Dr. Kozal of the Ministry of Agriculture to procure pest-resistant cherry
blossoms sapling.

Dr. Kozai worked out the plan to grow strong saplings by the grafting method in the
most famous Okitsu National Institute of Horticulture in Shizuoka Prefecture. The
scions for these trees were taken in December 1910 from the famous collection along

the banks of the Arakawa River in Adachi Ward, a suburb of Tokyo, and were prafted

onto specially selected understock produced in Itami City, Hyogo Prefecture.
In the village of Higashino, Itami City, Mr. Buhei Kubo and other people made strong

understack. They were transferred to Okitsu National Institute in 1910 for grafting,
In February 1912, 6,040 cherry trees of twelve varieties were shipped from Yokohama.
On March 26, 1912, 3,020 cherry trees arrived in Washingtor, D.C.
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On March 27, 1912, Helen Herron Taft and the Viscountess Iwao Chinda, wife of the
Japanese Ambassador, planted the first two Yoshino Cherry trees on the northern side
of the Tidal Basin,
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The National Cherry Blossom Festival is now held in Washington, D.C. every year.

The event, which intreduces Japanese culture, includes a Parade and "Cherry Blossom
Princesses. It is held from the end of March to the beginaing of April for two weeks.

The National Cherry Blossoms Festival is famous as a spectacular event that gathers
over one million tourists from foreign countries and various places from all over the U.S.

It is the greatest springtime celebration in America.
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The exchange of the Japan-U.5. friendship continues. Dogwoed trees were presented to
Japan as a symbol of thanks hy the United States in 1915, The symbaolic meaning of this
flower is "return present”.

Unfortunately the dogwood tree delivered to Itami has withered and died.

Soin 1999, an original tree from the Tokyo Metropolitan Engei High School was planted
as a ‘return gift" in the Ogino Municipal Elementary Schoaol i Itami.
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Cherry blessom trees from Washington were presented to the Japanese Cherry Blossom
Association in 2003 in commemoration of the 90th anniversary of the 1912 gift of trees
from Japan to the United States. They were planted as a symbol of Japan-U.S. friendship
in Zugaike Park.

Zugaike Park is known as “the park of cherry blessoms.”
Maintenance and management of the park has continued
for 25 years by a volunteer group, comprised of employees
of Mitsubishi Electric Corporation and local residents.
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The cherry blossom trees on the banks of the
Potomac River in Washington, D.C. in the
United States are one of the most famous
sights in the world.

Those cherry blossom trees were grown from
saplings grafted on understock from Itami
City Higashino and presented to the United
States from Japan in 1912.
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1912 :March 27,The first cherry blossoms were planted at the Tidal Basin.

1915:Dogwood trees were presented to Japan as a symbol of thanks by the United States.

2003:Cherry blossoms were planted in Zugaike Park in commemoration of the 90th
anniversary of the gift of cherry blossoms by Japan.

2012:Thel00th anniversary of the cherry blossom trees of the Japan-U.S.Friendship.
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These are the first two trees planted at the Tidal Basin on March 27, 1912
One hundred years later, the trees still bloom.
Although the trunks are about 7 meters apart, at the top the trees have grown closer,
like thir relatiomship between thi American and Japanese people.
Hereafter, the story of the cherry blossoms will continue to be told in Japan and the
United States, thanks to the effort of all those pecple who love the beautiful Japanese
cherry blossoms.
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Published by The Organizing Committee for the 100th Anniversary of
the Gift of the Japan-U.S. Friendship Cherry Blossoms




